The professional reward and recognition for being a journal Editor might seem appealing and in many cases this is sufficient for those who embark on such a journey. But it comes at considerable cost. The demands of the job go beyond the time required to deal with submitted manuscripts, find reviewers, and consider the eventual recommendations and response from the authors. There are personal, professional and psychological aspects that challenge most Editors. The need to manage submitted manuscripts outside one's own expertise, dealing with confused or disgruntled authors, honest errors from all involved in the peer review and publication process, juggling your own research and manuscript submissions to various journals, clinical and often hospital and university responsibilities. This is not a 9 to 5 job! Compromises must be made and it is hard to avoid an adverse impact on family and social life. Some excel and impress in this role, and Mike Paech has been one such person. He is widely known and respected as a warm, thoughtful and engaging colleague to many. Very few national or international obstetric anaesthesia meetings do not include Mike on their wish list, and he has generously accepted many invitations to present at these meetings.
Mike Paech is the Winthrop Professor and Chair of Obstetric Anaesthesia at The University of Western Australia, and a Senior Specialist Anaesthetist (and previous Director) in the Department of Anaesthesia and Pain Medicine at King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women in Perth, Western Australia. He began his medical career in 1980, and after dipping his toe into the ominous world of obstetrics (DRCOG 1981) he went on to pursue a career in anaesthesia and pain medicine with dual fellowship qualifications. He was awarded a doctorate (DM) in 2004 for his work on anaesthetic pharmacology, and, because of his early and ongoing commitment to obstetrics, was awarded an honorary fellowship of the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetrics and Gynaecology in 2006. Mike has also been a very active contributor to the Australian Society of Anaesthetists, the World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists, and the Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists.
Mike's role as an Editor of this journal has come to an end. He has had several editorial roles, both with this journal and others. He was first appointed as an Editorial Board member of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care in 1994, and was promoted to Assistant Editor in 1998, before being appointed an Editor in 2007. He is now stepping down to take on the Editor-in-Chief role at the International Journal of Obstetric Anesthesia. Thankfully he has agreed to stay on as a member of the Editorial Board of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care.
As an Editorial Board member of this journal and on behalf of the Editors, other Editorial Board members and the journal's production team, I thank Mike for his generous and expert contributions over the past 22 years and wish him well in his future academic and publishing career.
